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Governance and Policy Drivers 
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Fisheries is NOT Agriculture 



• Introduction to Policy Drivers 

• The Policy Cycle 

• The Common Fisheries Policy as an example 

• A green paper 

• Citizen and stakeholder engagement 

• Proposal and adoption 

• Content 

• Quo vadis? 

• International examples 

Governance and Policy Drivers 



What or Who Drives Policy? 

Typically WE?! 



The Sustainable Development Goals 



What or Who Drives Policy? 



And what is driven actually? 



The Common Fisheries Policy 

• first introduced in the 1970s  

• set of rules for managing European fishing fleets and for 

conserving fish stocks.  

• designed to manage a common resource 

• gives all European fishing fleets equal access to EU 

waters and fishing grounds 

• allows fishermen to compete fairly. 

• ensures the European fishing industry is sustainable  

• ensures fish population size 

• ensures productivity over the long term. 

• most recent reform took effect on 1 January 2014. 





Policy Drivers: The Citizen 



Policy Drivers: The Citizen 



The Citizen (driving the Scientists) 



Scientists driving Policy (?!) 



Adoption 



By 2020: all EU fish stocks at maximum 

sustainable yield (MSY). 

Fisheries: 

• Sustainability (environmental, 

economic, social); 

• Healthy food; 

• Profitable. 

EU aquaculture expansion: 

• Fish product supply; 

• Blue growth; 

• Sustainable. 

The Common Fisheries Policy – Objectives  



The Common Fisheries Policy 
- Scientific Advice driving the CFP - 



The Common Fisheries Policy 
- Insistence on Scientific Advice - 
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Quo vadis? – What happens if policy drivers loose 

their steering wheel? 

Fisheries as a paradigm 
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And potential consequences … 



Scientific Advice Feeding into Fisheries Management 

- an international comparison - 
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